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INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operstions of Gampauj I, 232nd

Infentry, 7th US Infentry Division in ths bsettle of Attu Islend,

Aleutien Islands, 13 Mey-30 Mey 1943.
In order to properly cover this action I believe it is
necesssry to give some b#ckground of the organizstion involved

in the 6peration.

During the summer snd eerly fell of 1942 the 7th Division

wes engsged in mememverss on the Mohave Desert of Cslifornis as
e motorized division. in Osctober 1942 the diviaibu 1eft the .
desert, less 81l vehiocles common to @ motorized unit such s
helf-tracks end salf-propelled weapoﬁs. and returnsd to their
heme stetion, Cemp Sen Luis Obispo, Celifornis. The division
ther hed to uwndergo & period of minor reorgenisstion to teke
the fisld &s &n infentry division. During this period sll men
of the division were given the oprortunity of teking & short
lesve &nd certein key personnel were sent to school at Fort
Benning, Georgls. In Jenuary 1943 the dlvision was transferred
to Fort Ord, Celifornis where s sirenuous program wes under-
taken.with emphesis on unit trsining, (platoon, compaﬁy, end
bsttelion) physicel conditioning, snd smphibious ecperstions.
The smphibious operetions included seversel smell lendings end
one lerge scale lending et Sen Clemente Island just off the
cosst of Southern Cslifornis. (1} |

#n observer from the 7th Division mede the lsnding with
the 34 Infsntry Division in Horxth Afpios. The informetion
brought back wes of grest importsnce snd corredted meny of the
feulty impressions by several people snd helped corredt some
of the mistakes before they had a chence to become & hebit.

(1) Personsl knowledge




The one thing the observer did not mention wes the unlosding
of supplies from the ships end rasupplying the front line o
traops. This part of the training wes slso passed over lightly '
during sll of the exerclses end the practice landing aperutiona.
1 do not know the reeson for it, but they probsbly could not
get the supplies in the gquentities necessary sndrﬁid not fesl
thet it was & necessity. (2)
| PLAN OF ATTACK

The tesk fores for this operation consisted of two
regtmkntal combat teams, relnforced, commanded byVMthr
Genersl Albert E. Brown, Commending Gemeral of the 7th Division.
The mein elements of the force were:

17th Infentry Rﬁgiment

32nd Infantry Regiment

1st Battelion 4th Infantry

48th Fleld Artillery Battalion

49th Pield Artillery Battalion

i

50th Bugineer Bettalion

Attsched Cosst Artillery (44) Troops

Attsched Medloal TIroops

Oter atteched units

The force left San Fransisco; Californis the latter pert
of 4pril 1943. Esoh infentry battélion was combat losded on
one ship with one battery of field ertillery and other sttsched

units making & seperete battslion combst tesm. (3)

The informetion evailable concernirg the enemy on the |
Ielend of Attu wes f£8irly complete., The Jhpaneée were concentrated
in Holts Bey end Chichegof Harbor on the Northesstern pert of
the islend. These two places were well defended with sutomatic

(2,3) Personsl knowledge




wespons and dusl purpose entli-sirorsft srtillery. !ha g;yéngth
of the foroe on the islend wes 1587 and none of them were on
the Weatern psrt of the island. The msps svsilsble for the
operation were not complate. 411 thgy_shouéd wes the shoreline
of the island. The photos taeken by the air force did show some
of the topographg-of the island snd esome of the Japanese defences
but no more ware received sfter the inltisl issne. (Se§ Map AJ_
‘ The genersl plsu for the attsck wes to have four separate
lamdings. (See Msp 4) |

The main lending force was to lsnd at Masssore Bay on the
Southern part of the islend with the mission of seiszing Jermin
Pags snd Clevesy Pess and mnving¢§£§§ Holts Bay to join the
&ééﬁhgéﬁéut; of the 2d snd 3d Battelion
combet tesms of the 17th Infantry end the 24 Bettellon combat

Borthern Foroe.

team of the Z2nd Infemtry. |
The Borthern force composed of the lst Bettalion combat

teem of the 17th Infantry was to land on Red Beach sbout three

miles Horthi of the mein Jepsuese Camp st Hdltz Bay. The mission

of the Northern forse wss to clesr the West Arm of Holts Bay

end secure the high ground betweer the two arms of Holtz Bay.

After canfaeting the Semthern Force coming over Jarmin Fass

the Northern Force wes to complete the cepture of Holts Baey

8nd clesr the velley to the southwest. : é
4 subsidisry lsnding wes to he made 2t Austin Cave by |

the 7th Scout Compeny end the 7th Reouﬁnaisaancg Company less
one pletoon. Their mission wes to move to the West end of Holts
Bey, stteck the enemy there forcing it te fight to the West
while thw mein stteck ceme from the North. They were then to
Join the lst Battslion of the 17th Infsntry as part of the
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Borthern Force.

A fourth lending wes to he made by one platoan of the 7th
Reoonnsissance Compeny on 4lexel Roint with the misslon of
covering the rear of the forces lending at_Hassgc:e Bay, secure
nd pass on ell possihle'information. snd join the Southe:n
Force st Clevesy FPass. - o -

The 1lst end 34 Battalion combet teams of the Z2nd Infantry
were to remein in flosting reserve and the lst Bsttalion of the
4¢th Infentry wes to remsin in reserve at ddek. (&) .

The lending wes to be made on 7 Mey &nd the two forces |
were to meet in Holis Bay in 36 hunxa. (5)

Certain 1tems of special aquipmant had beeh pruvidad for
the troops in this operstion, Bome_nnitsrissned it on the ship
on the way to the island and othera issued it on the Fler in
San Premecisco. The mein items were:

Heavy field Jjaoket | |

One palr of heavy leather bhoots

Artio sleeping hag

Heavy wool socks

Two plece rein suit -

All of the eqﬁipmsnt was new snd was well pfesarved on
the way to the landing.

LAEDING AT RED BEACH

Even though the launding had been set for 7 May the
sctuel landing did not take place until 11 May due to the
heavy sea, fog, &#nd poor vieibility. The landing time-ép the
11 th of Mey was 0740 but the troops did not land in any
~ strength until 1620. The landing wss unopposed on the beach, (61
(4) 4-1, p.6&7 (5) 4-2, p. ézﬁfel A-1, p. 7
b
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Red Besch is very smell. It is less thsm 100 yards long
and could not asccomodste more then two lending creft at the
seme time. Extreme care hsd to be exeréisea by the crews to
avold the lerge rocks Just off the shore. The beach wss rairly
level for sbout 75 yards inlsend, then 1t-;;§;éﬁ almost straight
up for about 250 feet. In order to get up the steep slope ihe
men had to dlg stepe in the side of the hill. _

4t 1800 the lst Battalion of the 17th Infentry sterted
moving forward in & column of com@aﬁies toward Holts Bay._ﬁna

platoon was sent down the beach &8 & flaht guerd. Tha edvence
nontinnad wtil 2200 whan the hattslicn halted for the night
bécana? of dsrkoess snd heevy fog. (7}
"It 0900 12 Msy the fog cleared and the battslion attacked
Hi1ll X by envelopment. The gnveloplng compeny was plnned down
Just after it staerted out by hesvy sutometic firerfrom the
objective snd little progress was made until.l600. A% thet
time the battslion commsnder ordered the reserve compsny to
meke 8 frontal atteck under the covering fires of the sartillery..
Carrier bssed fighters strefed snd bombed the base of the hill
&t 1650 and the nttack‘stafted et 1700 moving closely behind
the artillery fire. The olimb up the hill_reqnirea_ahoutian
hour and e helf, but the hill was taken without a_adsualty.
The enemy immediately aaunterf;ttacked but the company held
snd the attascks stopped 8t derk. However, the enemy placed
offective srtillery fire on the top of the'hill causing some
ceanslties. (8)
On the morning of 123 May the battalion captured the rest

AR g e W AT

of Hill X snd consolidated their position but made no further

advange that day¢
(7) 48, p. 7 (B) #-5, p. 9
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Ihe advsuvce wes not going as well ss had been expected
eénd the battalion commsnder sent word that he could use some
help. It wss decided to 1hna the 3d Baettalion combet team of
the &2nd Infantr#gn the afternocon of 13 May. The Regimentsl
Gomﬁander ef the 22nd Infantry wase given command of the Northemn
Force at this timse.

hel bed

b

The 3d Batteliorn comhbst teem A;n.xha herbor st ddsk
for severel deys end hed reeaived.no information &s to the
progress of the battle., On 11 Msy the smsll]l convoy selled from !
4dek snd errived off the shore of Attun the morning of the 1l3th.
The only apeoial inatructions given to the anituﬁﬁzé%hat it
wes to reinforce the force eslreedy on shore and to contact
Lt. Col. Pish\on the besch. The officers in the companles knew
that he was the executive officer of the 17th Imfentry but had
no ides whet he might be doing on the beach.

In the esrly pert of the sfterncen the battslion losded "
into lending oraft with Gompeny I going in first. Esch man

cerried his personsl erticles, two dsys rations, & basioc loed

ErILLY

of smell srms apmunition, two hend grenades, ané,\sﬁn;ﬁnitiun for

the weapons platoon. Two very importent items were ordersd left
behind-the rein suits end the sleeping bags. The rein suits

were pagked in the dufflé begs and.the sleaping.bags were %o

come sshore &8 soon &8 posslible. i

The sea wes especially rough thst sfterncon snd only

26 men could be carried in the lsuding creft insteed of the
36 thet hed been plenned for. The ship wes gulte a diaﬁsnce
off shore amd it took s&bout &n hour to reech the besch. By
thet time everyone wss wet from hesd to foot end slmost
everyone wes sick. The beach was under fire from the 42 dunal
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purpose guns from Holts Bsy but they were doing very little
dsmege becsuse 0f the 250 foot slope just behind the besch.

The fire did create confusion in Compsny I euvd it 4id take
seversel minutes to get the men up end moving slong to clear the
beach for the next landing craft coming in.

As goon as contsot wes made with Lt Col. Pisl the
bettelion sterted moving with Compeny I in the lead over the
same route teken by the lst Battalion ¢f the 17th the first day
they landed. The ground wes wet snd slippery end spotted with
patches of snow. The high hills on the right were completely
covered with smow, It wes dsrk before the assembly aree had
beenareachéd end it hegan to freeze. When Compeny I reached
The sssembly ares they dug in for the night to get what sleep
was possible in 8 s8lit trench witﬁ‘only 8 shelter helf fer
protectlon from the wel ground and ice.

ATTACK QN HOLTZ BAY | |

The morning of 14 May wes spent by the men checking their
equipment and ¢leenling &nd oiling their wéhpous, The 34 Bettslion
of the 32nd wes to sttack on the right of the lst Battalion of
the 17th end teke the West Arm of Holts Bsy thset afternoon.

The etteck was to stert &t 1600 from the line held by
the lst Bettelion of the 17th with Compsny l-on.the right,
Company K on the left, and Compsny L in reserve. Compsny I
was to attack with the lst pleteonr on the right, 24 on the -
left, and the 34 in support. The wespons plestoon following the
firat on the exposed fiank. Cn the way to the line bt qusrtgre
the compeny came under scattered small srms fire and immedistely
hit the ground. Une observer statai thet it was pinpned to the
ground for aspproximetely five hours. (9) This is & slight
(9) 4-5, p. 11 |




axéggeration but 1t did teke two or three hours to get thg
men on their feet and moving egein to the line of departure.
This dela$ 414 get the compsny to the lime of departure too
late to meke the attéck.-The fog had again rolled and it
was getting close to darkness. |

The compeny had just been ordered to dig in for the night
when & berrege of artillery from the high ground between the
two arms of Holts Bayiiii}mnved up and down the basttalion srea
for sbout 20 miputes. It weg the first sfttillery fire the company
had been in snd they atood 1% very well when you consider they
‘were in s&s ex@osed & poaition s it is possible to find._Iuo_r
men were killed snd & few were wounded. It would have effected
more if helf of the compeny had not been in the snow. The first
prletoen leader wee one of the two men killed during the artillery

barrege.The compeny finlshed digging in and slept for the second

night with only 8 shelter hslf. The rest of the night was spent

A

without incident and the atteck wes scheduled Ho stert st 0700
the next morning. The sttack was postponed because of fog

snd finally Jjumped off st 1000. The aﬁproach'to Holtz Bey wes
down & slope Just e&s steep s the one to come onfo the piateau
et the besch sud elmost twice a@s high. This was 2 good sttsck
end very successful probably becsuse there was no enemy. Thay
had pulled out under cover of darkness to the high ground
between the t&a gexms of the Bay. The attack moved on acroses
the velley sbout helf way and was'hela up by heavy smell arms
fire. The distence wes great and one or two men aogla_mqfe

but the generel advande was helted. Gooi covgrwwpsfavailahle

in the shell holes msde by the heavy nevel gaae rrior to . the

lending. The compeny was ordered to hold and prepsre to continue
' =10=



the attsck the next day. |
- Thig wes the third night the company hed spent without

the sleeping hbags.

The atteck the next day sent the third pletoon on the 17
left and the first still on the right.rﬂ strafing mission
from the csrrier hased.fighters came over that morming and
4id a perfect job on our own front linss. The signals,we;a
finelly celled right and in about an hour they came bsck and
d1d the Job. The stteck jumped off but 41d not get véry far.
The company commsnder snd the third platoon lesder were both
hit &nd the third platoon hégged down; The first piatoon
continued scross the creek &nd held st the first cover aveilable.
Conteok” wes lost until just before derk when & runner found
them snd brought them beck to participste in s night atteck on
the high ground between the two erms of the Bay. The let
Battalion of the 17th hed menaged to get to their objective
with one company and were trying to hold it.

The night sttack was ordered to escape the zutomstic
&espens that hed held us up send to relieve the pressure on the
unit on the left. | |

Company 1 sterted out in & company column with the sedonﬂ
platoon in the lesd followed by the third, weepons, eand fifst.
The sttsck started st 0010 end the battelion srrived onm the i
objective without firing s shot.'Whan deylight ceme it wss
'possible to see thet the Japs hsd pulled out egsin, ‘
The Horthern Force now hsd thelr ohjec#ive; Fatrols were aent}vﬁ
into the EBest Arm of Holtz Bey to mske surs that the Jeps were |
not trying to pull & fest oue, bﬁt they had gone over the ridge
to Chidhagof Harﬁ;;.m :

-11-




For the firgt time since Gempahy I 1énaad they hed sleeping .

begs to slesp 1In that night snd had s hot mesl for aupper, even
if it was C rations.
QCCUPATICN OF JARMIN PASS

On 19 Msy Compeny I wae ordered to relieve Compeny K.of
the 17th Infantry in Jermin Pess between Holtsz Bayjand Mpeascre
Bay. The compeny commender returned from the hospitsl thet
morning to take over the compsny for the méve. Compeny I wasg
reinforced with & section of mechlne guns and & section of 81MM
morters from Compeny M.

1t took sbout three hours to get to the pass because of the
haxvy loeds cerried by the men and the sof{, spongy tundrs or
ground. Certein parts of the vnllayii&i\a sea of mud to mske
metters worse. Compsny X of the 17th hsd & well orgenized defense
-even to the kitchen set up.and in working order;

Compsny I spent the réat of the day strengthening the
defenses, sending carrying parfies efter rations at a dump about
helf wey to Messscre Bay, snd getting the kitchen personnel up
to the fositioﬁ. They hed not been brought elong In the first
place bec¢suse nothing was known of the kitchéﬁ in the pese.
Breskfast the next morning wss really semething; The men hed ell
of the hoteakee they could eat, even though it took wntil noen
to get them_ail fed. About this time it looked like this wes the
plece to finish the battle..The rest of the dsy was spent on
reconnaigsence sud further erginising the defensive poaition.
The only ocesuelty while in this position weg one msn felling
down 2 mountain from auf outpost.

The rest and recuperstion were over. The cbﬁpany received
orders to get resdy to come beck to Holtz Bsy. Compeny 4 of the

18-



%2nd wes to relieve Compeny I in tha.éaas.

Company 1 moved out of the pess bsck to Holts Bsy on 21
May to Join the rest of the battalion in en sttack toward
Chiohegof Harbor to relieve the pressurs on the Southern Forece
end go into Chishsgof Hsrbor, 1f possible.

ATTACK OF PISH HOOK RIDGE

The 3d Battellon of the 32nd Infantry less Company I hed
moved to the high ground on the South slde of Holtz Bay on'the'
19th. Compenies K amd L had made two unsuccessful attscks intb
the vallay'beinw'and hed to pull back under cover of fog. ‘

On 22 Mgy Compeny 1 wes ordered to move Qp with the rest of
the battslion send prepafe to sttack the next morning. The
compeny less fha first plastoon moved up into position on the
left of the bettallon into a defensive aree and startea,prap—
eration for the attack. The first plateon arent the rest of the
day menhendling & S7MM gun up the.steeﬁ slope to sesist in the
stteck the next moraning. It took the pletoon six hours with the
8id of ropes to get the.gun where the battalion commender wanted
it. Itrweaﬁushd to-good sdventage thet afternoon for sulping et
enemy dug in positions with high explosive. Seversl dlrect hits
were registeresd in dugouts snd foxholes scrogs the velley at @
renge of sbout 1800 ysrds.
' The stteck started the next moraning with I on the left snd 2?""‘4
KVOn the right. Compsny I msede the stteck with the second platoon |
on the right &nd the third on the left with the firat end
weapons in eupport on the hill. Fog had rolled in snd vieibility .

was very limited. The edvence hsd moved &bout 300 yards when the

fog lifted snd the Jaspsnese cut loose on three slidee pinning
both compsnies in what little shelter &hey could find. There
| -12-




the velley end hed received orders to withdraw at 0200. Why
the orders were issued and who issued them is ngt known or 1is
not clesr, but the compeny 4id withdrew spperently te get a-hot
breskfeat before the essault into Chichsgoef. It_Jnst 80 happened
thet this wes the sree that the Jepenese were uaing ip their
ettack end they hit just as the company&iaeving_the position.
When 1t wes hit from the resr, the company prectically dis-
integrated lesving the rosd open to the rear.(14)

Late in the afternoon of 30 Msy the ad.and 3d Bsttelions
et thé 32nd,‘the 34 3nttalion of the 17th, and Compeny 4 of
the 4th moved into Chlchagof Harbor with practicelly no
rasistsnce. This wes the end of the batitle but some mopping up

continued for seversl days. (15)

ANALYSIS AND GRITIGISM _

In snelyzing this operstion it must be sdmitied thet it
was & success. The forces sssigned to the tesk accomplished
their mission. ) 7

However, there were many mistakes made by everyone. Thé
greatest fsult of the entire cperation wes the underestimstion
of the terrain. The plan as received by the Zd Battelion of the
Z2nd Infentry was for the island to be under control in 36 hours
8fter the initiel l&nding. One compsany of infantry on the _
- 1slend could have prevented the forces from aoc@ﬁplishiag this.
Thts underestimstion ceused the entire operetionsl plen to
change &s fer as supply was concerned on the Northern side of the
1slend. It was Dot enticipeted that the troocps would have to be
surplied by overlend csrrying perties sg hed to be done for the
first five days of the bettle. It &lso led to the use of & poor
(14) 4-1, p. 21 (15} &-1, p. 22
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type of foptgear for the terrain. This alone sccounted for more
cesualtles then enything except battle. .

The lack of informstion of the situstion on shore was &
serious hesndicsp to the reserve units on the ships. This laek
of informetion forced the battalion commsnder to make decisions
that he later regretted, sueh ss leaving tha_sleapigg bags on
the sﬁip to'come later. Definite orders seuld not‘he_givgn_tQa
troops going sshore whioh resulted in confusion on the besch,

There wes & serious lsck of patrolling on the part of )
Compeny I in this operation. Very few patrols were usai in this
entire bsttle, The proper use of pstrols would reduced the
nunber of cesuslties ln the compsny snd would hsve probably
have cut the time of the operation. Some units lost two or
three pstrols snd then stopped sending them out. Others just
 did not uwse sny. (16) |

The men of this compsny were_not'aggrassive_phgn they first
went into sction. More resliatic training and more emphssia on
movement through scsttered smsll srms and artillery fire must
be given. The combat effemiency of thejoempany progressed as
the number of deys of betitle psssed even though the strength
6f'the compeny went down. Mush mors realistic training could
help overcome this to & grest degree. . _

Suberdinste lesders must be properly trained to take over
the next higher or sn alternste position. The most suocessful
stteck mede by Companies I snd K of the 32nd Infantry wes after
thé Company commender of I had been killed snd the Company
Commander of K hsed been wounded. Thig wes on the Behei Ridge
on 26 May &end both compenies received & unlt citation fod thelr

{16) Personel Knowledge
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were nc covered routes of advsnce'in any direction and thg_“
enemy could not be definitely loceted. This informstlon was
sent to the bsttelion commander who ordered them to come back
to the top of the ridge when they could safely do so. The fog
rolled in egein in sbout two hours &nd beth companies withdrew
beck to the high grouwnd. This was the third time sn sttack hed
been launched in this seme srea with no suceess. The only route
of sdvance wes down into & valley snd up snother hill. QbsqrfL‘

- vetlon was good when the fog lifted but the Jaéaueaa would move
from one position to &nother under cover of the fog.

Thet night a.amill'eonntar sttack wes repulsed with no
losses., The compeny comsender ﬁas celled to Holiz Bey to receive |
gnother order. The Southern Force had menaged to get to the |
sprroeches to Chichagﬁf Harbor end was launching-a large scaele
attack the next dey. .The 33 Battslion of the 32nd was to Jjoin
the Sonthern Force in this stisck. “

‘ The next morning, 24 Msy, Compenle® 1 and K moved over
Fendergast Ridge to Jein the two forces. The route taken by
Compeny I wes over & seddle in the ridge end sloung the south
side. The entire trip wes through snow snd ice verying from one
foot in depth to several feet. The day wes clesr and the best
seen on the islsand se fsr,

The initisl atteck wes made by the 24 Bettelion of the 17tk
end Compsnies I spd K of the Z2nd. The 1st Bsttslion of the 4th
end Companies C and D of the Z2nd were in reserva. ?helzd
Bﬁttalicn of the 17th went ur the fece of the hill with I snd K

~of the Z2nd on the left, K with end exposed left flsnk. Fire
support wes the best seen on the islend, including hesvy bombers,
lend besed fighter bombers, snd ell of the srtillery svailsble.(10)
{10) -1, p. 18 ;
-14-
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The attack did not get very fer, however. The unit on the
right held for the night on the ground thsy had teken sa did
Company I, but K was forced to withdraw under vover of dsrkness
becsuse of the exposed left flenk. Compeny I reinforced ita
‘position and prepared to continue the sttsck the next morning.

The next morning the unit on the right mede good progress
but the two pletoons of Compsny I could not move more then s o
few yerds. The first plstoon wse committed on the right to sid thei
sdvence of the company. The compsny commsnder wes killed duiing ;
this sction but the first plstoon made good progreas cleaniﬁg
out two trenches end the compeny wss sble to sdvesnce to the
left section of the mountain just below the Bahai‘Eiﬁge. T&ia
position was consolidsted for the night.

The nexéﬁjll eyes were focused on the Baheli Ridge. it was }
wéll defended snd covered the only spproech to Wsshburn FPesk |
overlooking Chichagof Hsrbor. Une compsny of the 17th pried to
teke the ridge fraﬁ the flenk but was beaten with aévere 108808,

The 34 Bsttelion of the 32nd wee given the miseion of
- teking the ridge and going on to teke the high ground overlooking
the hsrbor. Compsnies I end £ were to sttsck frontslly with |
L end M surporting the sttack by fire from positions on Pendergast
Ridge. The lst Bsttelion of the 17th was to come through
O'Donnel Velley, clear off the nose of the ridge, meet I &nd X
on tor of the ridge s&nd continue to teke Wsshburn Peag. ;

Compeny I hed raerganisod.into two plstoons of about 20 men 1
esch snd & wespons pletoon. The compeny had three officers left,
ose for esch rifle platoon end s compsuy commsnder. ;

The sttack started sbout 1700 with I on the right end X on
the left moving fast under the vovering fire of the rest of the
Battelion. Heaf the bottom of the ridge the stteck wss hslted
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for severasl minutes by heavy sutometic weaspons :tre from the
top of the ridge inflicting heavy casuslties. However, the men
moved forward on their own hnd wera protected from direct flre aa
soon 88 they reached the hase of the steep slope. The advan&a_up
the slope wes & slow yprocess. The men hed to crsw)l on thelr hands
and knees uéiug rifle butts &s sn snchor. 4z the men appreabhed
the top the Jgps rolled hand grenades down the hill im an
effort to stop the sdvence. This csused some delay snd confusion
but very few cssuslties. The men reached the top one &t a time
and started to work. One squed leader of the firat platoon
resched the top first snd personnslly clesned out seversl holes
by the time the rest of the compeny srrived. The entirs position
wes cleaned out 1u.about fiftcen minutes sfter the compeny
started to work on top of the ridge.

The oompeny hed started to reorgapize on top of the ridge
to continue the sdvenoe snd were atopped'hy scettered small
arms fire., The men hit for cover smd it was hard to get them
on their feet an& moving sgain, At this time tlie battelion
conmender srrived on the position and peraonnaly.led the attack
on Washburn Pesk. Time wes importent, It wss slmest dark by
now snd the enemy was disozgenised. Only light reasistance wes
encountered end the peak wee in our hsnds by derk. Seversl
enemy were killed on the reverse slope of the pesk, apgarently
sttempting to reinforce the defenses thers.

Company I organized = defense of top of the pesk et dark
_ ana’held until morning. The company wes low on smmunition and
& strong counter sttack counld ve successful so priority waé
given to resupply of ammuniti6h snd gupporting weapons. About
030Q heavy mechine guns from Compeny M were in poaition and
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plenty of emmunition wes on hsnd. That night was_the mogt
misersble spent by Compsny I during the entire time on the
islend. It was colder then eny other and the protection of the
snow is not very much. However, Company L relieved Compsny I
about 100Q the next day. (11)

THE LAST ASSAULT

The compeny moved down off the mountain on 27 Msj t0 rest
snd reorgenize before the finel aesssult into “hishsgof Hsrbor,

The compeny now hed two officers lustead of three and
wore short seversl more men, thever. seversl men csme back
from the hospitsl, heving only suffered minor wounds'er injuries.
The wespone were 81l clesaned snd rut in working order, the.men
were lssued clothing to replece the torn clothing they were
now wearing, snd they were getting three hot meals s dey.

The finsl esseult into Chiohagof Harbor was figured to
be tough end the force commsnder wss menesuvering to get the
entire force in position to make the finsl asssult. Flens were
made for this to teke plece on 29 May. (12)

The plens for thé assault were upset in the esrly morning
of 29 Mey when the Jepanese Force broke through the Southern
Force in &n attempt to reach Msgsacre Bsy snd the Supplies
theres They were finally stopred by the engineers sbout hali
way after they had crested hsvoe in the resr #res including
a clearing station. It wses not until about noon on 30 May thst |
the situstion wes under coentroel. (13) |

In order to explein the success of the breskthrough a few
of the facts must be presented. In sn effort to get the operstion
over the force commender hed not left himself & Teservs.
Company'B of the 32nd were occupying & position on the floor of
{11} 4-1, p. 86&87 (12) a-1, P. 20 (13) 4-1, p. 28
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gotion there. (17) -

Intelligence informstion wes very poor from sitsrt to
finigh., The enemy 1n£armntion furnished the 3d Battalion of
the 32nd Infantry wss insccurste se.to numbers and no ethsr___
figures wore furnished even though one month hed elapsed. ngﬁead
of 1687 Jepsnese gbn the islend sz we had been told, there wewe
aetualiy ebout 2300. (18) The maps snd photos were old and in-
sccurste hy the time we were to use them. To ny knowledge there
were no photo reconnaissence missions over the islend during
the oreretion. If there were, o photos wers furnished the 34
Bsttelion of the 32nd Infantry.

LESSDES

1. Aggressive movement of troops mnat be stressed 1n

oy ey

" O " W TR L

trsining “for combat,

2. Ths problem ef‘suPply, both initisl snd resupply,

must be given every considexration in an gggga;;on of this type
AT RN )

ST RN B i
by eall cormanders.

&.  Subordinste lesders must be well trained to teke over

, it T A G A 4 = G O it
the next hiEEer or en slternste positien. |
AR _ i
4. Patrolling is a nusgt in combst,. :
—_m.m

5. The value of roserves cemuot be underestimated.
[N o T mmmmw "y Mﬂ&

6 Intalliganca iniormation must he aueurate and

continuing as the battle prograsses.
7. Orgsoisation of key terrain festures is s strong

W R T B R S TS T R TN et i RTINS Ao o1 AP S Ww«&wﬂ R s
defense even with en infsrior force.

8. Cross comperiments are diffioult to take whon they o

are pragarlz organise _
B RS T

(17) 4-4, p. 22 (18) 4=1, p. 23 |
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